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(Influence of Western Literature on the Poetry of Namdev Dhasal)
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Abstract

It cannot be said that the poems of Namdev Dhasal have come from somebody's imitation;
But the composition of some western literature has influenced his poetry. He must have been inspired
by the compositions of the four western poets - Whitman, Mykowski, T.S. Eliot, Pablo Neruda.
Among these are Whitman and T.S. Eliot is an American and Pablo Neruda is an American Chilean
poet and Mykovsky is a Russian poet. Whitman glorified the business of workers and laborers. He
opposed the practice of slavery. Mykovsky's poems contain narratives of art, religion, love and
revolution. It has the effect of Marxism. T.S. Elliott's poems have a widespread sense of place,
ridicule and a tendency to fly towards the future. The loneliness of life, depression, the bad state of the
metropolis, the fleeting moment of human life, the degraded mentality, the class or the racism are all

found in the poems of Pablo Neruda. All of these matters come to the poetry of Namdev Dhasal with
a slight difference, and the influence of these poets on their composition is constantly felt.
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‘| hear America singing the varied carols hear
Those of mechanics, each One singing his
As it should be blithe and strong
The carpenter singing his as he measures
His plank or bear
The mason singing his as he makes ready
For work or leaves of work,

The boatman singing what belongs to
Him in his boat the deckhand singing

On the steam boat deck’®
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‘The Incident dissolved
The love boat
Smashed against reality
I’'m through with life
And (we) should absolve

Mutual hurts grudges & anxieties™
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Through what’s left
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‘You whose life is their sacrifice
When will you rise Upright and mighty
And fling your query right
In their face
Why
Are
We
Fighting...?"
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‘The time is now propitious, as he guesses
The meal is ended,

She is bored and tired
Endeavors to engage her in caresses
Which still are unreproved if undesired

Flushed & decided. He assaults at once
Exploring hands encounter no defense
His vanity enquires no response

And makes a welcome of indifference...’”*
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